
Howell Movements (Why these are important) 

 

 

 

Above are the results from a club competition followed by the corresponding results from X club. where over 200 

pairs played the same boards. We often have a limited number of pairs playing at the club compared to hundreds of 

pairs at X club So to tell how well you have done on the day you need to look at your performance in X-Club. At times 

on the day the better performing pairs have tended to be all sitting one way. (as above). This also means C points are 

not going to the right pairs. 

We have seen pairs top in Taupo dropping 12 % in X club and vica versa. 

The point is we should not be using Mitchell movements in these situations. We should be making certain that 

players play as many pairs as possible to have a more balanced movement. Example instead of 4 table Mitchell of 6 

boards a table where each pair only plays 4 other pairs we should use 4table 7round 21 or 28 board Howell where 

each pair plays 7 other pairs. This means that the results compare you with 7 other pairs and not 3 other pairs. 

 

           

 



Training of Directors. Some of our directors have been doing training with NZ bridge. This includes which 

movements are to be used. They are taught that up to 6 and a half tables a Howell movement should be used. I 

know that this can be difficult with seating rights but there is always one table where a pair does not move. The 

director does not need to sit there. In others there are more than one. 

Another benefit of a Howell movement with a Phantom is players may sit out less number of boards. For example 

rather than half the room having to sit out 3 boards, the majority may only have to sit out 2 boards. 

With exactly 7 table the director does have choice. Depends on how many boards they want to play. 

A Howell movement can be used 

You could have played 7table-12Round-24board   ( Sit out 2 boards ) 

Or                                    7table-13Round-26board              2     (my preference) 

Or                                     7table-8Round-24board                3 

Or                                     7table-9Round-27board                3 

 

or Mitchell movement can be used.  

                                         With 3 boards a table   21 boards in Total 

                                         With 4 boards a table  28 boards in Total 

 

NB Some clubs will run Howell movements for 8, 9 or more tables. 

 

If you need further information, please ask.  Derek 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


